Conceptual Identifications

Conceptual identifications help students organize many historical details under a specific concept, and to distinguish essential historical elements from nonessential elements. 

Directions:

1. Define the broad concept.

2. Find and example in your textbook.

3. State the historical significance of the example you have chosen.

4. State the general significance or the overall importance of this conceptual identification.

Sample:  “Rebellion”

· Definition: an organized challenge to the established leadership outside of normal political channels.

· Example: Bacon’s Rebellion in 1676 challenged the royal governor in Virginia.

· Historical Significance: Because many indentured servants participated in Bacon’s rebellion, Virginia planters became more interested in slaves as a source of labor.

· General Significance: In general, “rebellions” are significant because they are one method of trying to bring about change sometimes with deadly and unpredictable results.

When the curriculum reaches the 1770s, the same term—rebellion—is used again. While the definition and the general significance do not change, students need to find a new example and demonstrate an understanding of the historical significance of that example.

· New Example: The Regulators uprising in North Carolina is an example of a rebellion.

· Historical Significance: Although ultimately unsuccessful, the Regulator Rebellion temporarily focused attention on the issues of backcountry settlers 
and limited North Carolina’s ability to unite and challenge British authority.
adapted from the AP Vertical Teams Guide For Social Studies.
